[Gastric cancer presenting a variety of macroscopic and histopathological findings].
A 68-year-old man was admitted to hospital because of nausea and vomiting. Examination of the upper digestive tract led to a total gastrectomy. A histopathological examination revealed a Borrmann type 3 advanced cancer in the prepyloric antrum that showed a moderately differentiated adenocarcinoma. Found on the anterior wall of the middle corpus was an advanced cancer, mimicking a type IIc early cancer, that was poorly differentiated with dispersed signet ring cells. Between these two advanced cancers, another superficially extended cancer, consisting of a type IIa and IIb early cancer, was found. The type IIa cancer, located on the posterior wall of the angle, was a papillary adenocarcinoma and the type IIb cancer on the lesser curvature of the antrum was moderately differentiated. Therefore this patient displayed not only a type IIa and a type IIb cancer, but also a Borrmann type 3 cancer and an advanced cancer, mimicking type IIc, that were linked into one large lesion. Although the present case was not determined as being a multiple gastric cancer, it suggests the likelihood of a multicentric generation, growth, and extension of synchronous multiple cancers, in view of the variety of macroscopic and histopathological findings presented.